Types of Evidence in Essays
	Types of Evidence
	Examples

	Authority Figures – An expert in the field or topic that is being discussed
	David Suzuki on the topic of Environmental Awareness

Chris Hadfield on the topic of space exploration

Bob McKenzie/Don Cherry on the topic of fighting in hockey

Cindy Crawford on the topic of body types and pressure from the media

	Facts – Unquestioned, concrete pieces of information that add credibility to one’s argument
	That there are nearly 8 billion people on our planet when discussing population growth

That the worldwide climate has increased nearly 3 degrees over the past century when discussing climate change

Students perform better on assessments when they study and prepare



	Statistics – Raw numerical data in the form of percentages, fractions, and charts that helps to show correlations between numbers and the topic
	There is a 97% consensus that global warming is real amongst scientists

Two out of every three dentists recommend that you floss daily

	Anecdotal and Personal Observations -- evidence that is based on a person’s observations of the world.   It can actually be very useful for disproving generalizations because all you need is one example that contradicts a claim.  However, it can ONLY be used in conjunction with the other three types of evidence above as it is not reliable on its own. 
	A case study (ex: in a presentation regarding drunk driving you research and discuss the circumstances of someone this happened to)

Testimonials – The view of an unbiased consumer/witness who has seen or viewed or used the topic in question


· When this evidence is used to convince, sway, emotionally influence, or lead us to the writer/presenter’s opinion on the topic (i.e. why cellphones should be allowed in schools; why capital punishment should be abolished; why the penalties for drinking and driving should be harsher) – it is persuasive in nature.

· When this evidence is used to present a reasonable discussion that is strongly supported with evidence, but is allowing the audience to reach their own conclusions (i.e. medical breakthroughs; the advances in space exploration; the differing types of family-oriented dog breeds; how the internet has created a global society) – it is argumentative in nature. 
