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Grade 9 English
 Persuasive Essay Topics
	· Aging population - how does Canada’s future look?

· Are movie ratings effective in curbing violence?

· Books: are they a thing of the past?

· Beauty is more than skin deep

· Brand Names cost more, but is the quality any better?

· Capital Punishment

· Censorship of Internet

· Chat Rooms: Are they safe?

· Cloning

· Conservation and Recycling: Is it Important?
· Does Dieting lead to Eating Disorders?

· Discrimination Laws
· Drinking Age

· The penalties of impaired driving are not strict enough.
· Euthanasia: Should physician‑assisted suicide be legalized?

· Food Additives

· Fur is not a Fashion Statement
· Gene Testing

· Genetic Engineering
· Too much money is a bad thing.
· Teens should be required to take parenting classes.

· High schools should offer specialized degrees in arts or sciences.

· Kids should get paid for good grades.

· Beauty contests are bad for body image.

· Child Beauty Pageants should not exist

· Athletes and celebrities are paid too much.

· School should take place in the evenings.

· Music lyrics promote violence.

· We can change the world.

· Cars should come with breathalyzers.

· Kids under 15 (or other young age) shouldn't have Facebook 

· We should allow pets in school.

· Movie and music downloading should be legal/illegal..

· School tests are not effective.

· We should all give back to our communities.

· Video games can be educational.

· We need more holidays.

· Aliens exist.

· There should be one world currency.
· Should people travelling on airplanes have to undergo security screenings?

· Celebrities who break the law should face stricter penalties

· Students should be allowed to ear during class

· Criminals have more rights than victims

· Schools should provide Smart Phones / Ipads for all studennts

· Pros/Cons of Online Dating

· Should teens be permitted to purchase violent video games?

· Males and females should be in separate classes
· We should populate the moon

· Or any other topic APPROVED by your teacher. 

	· Global Warming: Fact or Fiction?

· Gun Laws

· Illiteracy: Is it a problem?
· Legalized Gambling
· Nuclear Weapons

· Online Gambling

· Organ Transplants

· Pesticide Use
· Privacy rights for Celebrities
· Should video games be censored?

· Should the cod be put on the endangered species list?

· Should Newfoundland consider separating from Canada? 
· Speed Limits

· Steroids

· Violence in children’s tv shows
· Will stricter dress codes improve the school’s environment?

· Kids should have less homework.

· Magazine advertisements send unhealthy signals to young women.

· We need more women in power
· Is the Bermuda Triangle (or other world mystery) Fact or Fiction?

· Recycling should be mandatory for everyone.

· Children should be required to read more.

· We shouldn't have to pay for Internet access.

· Yearly driving tests should be mandatory over a certain age.

· Cell phone use should be permitted in school 

· All schools should implement bullying awareness programs.

· School days should start later.

· All students should wear uniforms.

· Cigarettes should be more expensive.




Persuasive Writing
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                                        In persuasive or argumentative writing, we try to convince others to                                                                    agree with our facts, share our values, accept our argument and conclusions,


              and adopt our way of thinking. 
Introduction
The introduction has a "hook or grabber" to catch the reader's attention. Some "grabbers" include:

1. Opening with an unusual detail: (Manitoba, because of its cold climate, is not thought of as a great place to be a reptile. Actually, it has the largest seasonal congregation of garter snakes in the world!)
2. Opening with a strong statement: (Cigarettes are the number one cause of lighter sales in Canada!)
3. Opening with a Quotation: (Elbert Hubbard once said , "Truth is stronger than fiction.")
4. Opening with an Anecdote: An anecdote can provide an amusing and attention‑getting opening if it is short and to the point.

5. Opening with a Statistic or Fact: Sometimes a statistic or fact will add emphasis or interest to your topic. It may be wise to include the item's authoritative source.

6. Opening with a Question. (Have you ever considered how many books we'd read if it were not for television?)
7. Opening with an Exaggeration or Outrageous Statement. (The whole world watched as the comet flew overhead.)
The introduction should also include a Thesis Statement.  This is the debatable, defendable statement that lets the audience know both the topic and your opinion.

There are three objectives of a thesis statement:

   1. It tells the reader the specific topic of your essay.

   2. It imposes manageable limits on that topic. (So you remember WHAT to focus on!)
   3. It suggests the organization of your paper.

The Body
The writer then provides evidence to support the opinion offered in the thesis statement in the introduction. 

The body should consist of at least three paragraphs. Each paragraph is based on a solid reason to back your thesis statement. 

Since almost all issues have sound arguments on both sides of the question, a good persuasive writer tries to anticipate opposing viewpoints and provide counter‑arguments along with the main points in the essay. 

One of the three paragraphs should be used to discuss opposing viewpoints and your counter‑argument.

The Conclusion 
A piece of persuasive writing usually ends by summarizing the most important details of the argument and stating once again the thesis statement.

1. Restate your thesis or focus statement and ensure you have a strong CALL TO ACTION!
2. Summarize the main points: The conclusion enables your reader to recall the main points of your position. In order to do this you can paraphrase the main points of your argument.

3. Write a personal comment or call for action. You can do this:

· With a Prediction: This can be used with a narrative or a cause and effect discussion. The conclusion may suggest or predict what the results may or may not be in the situation discussed or in similar situations.

· With a Question: Closing with a question lets your readers make their own predictions, draw their own conclusions.

· With Recommendations: A recommendations closing is one that stresses the actions or remedies that should be taken.

· With a Quotation: Since a quotation may summarize, predict, question, or call for action, you may use a quotation within a conclusion for nearly any kind of paper.
Persuasive Essay Outline

A. Introduction:

   1. Get the readers attention by using a "hook."

   2. Give some background information.

   3. Thesis statement.

4. A transitional statement to introduce your first argument.

B. First argument or reason to support your position:

   1. Topic sentence explaining your point.

   2. Elaboration to back your point.

3. A transitional statement to introduce your second argument

C. Second argument or reason to support your position:

   1. Topic sentence explaining your point.

   2. Elaboration to back your point.

3. A transitional statement to introduce your third argument
D. Third argument or reason to support your position:

   1. Topic sentence explaining your point.

   2. Elaboration to back your point.

3. A transitional statement to introduce that there are opposing viewpoints.

E. Opposing Viewpoint: (This could be a separate paragraph or a part of your third argument)

   1. Opposing point to your argument.

   2. Your rebuttal to the opposing point.

   3. Elaboration to back your rebuttal.

F. Conclusion:

   1. Summary of main points or reasons

   2. Restate thesis statement. (Close by Return)
   3. A STRONG call to action.



PERSUASIVE SPEECH OUTLINE: EXAMPLE 
I.  INTRODUCTION

A. Attention Getter: Last year after attending my cousin Craig’s high school graduation, which lasted nearly five hours, I asked him if he liked the kids he was sitting in between during the marathon ceremony. His response surprised me.  He said that was the first time he’d even met them.  He had no idea who they were. Craig attends a high school of more than 3,000 students. With more than 750 students in his graduating class, many of his so-called classmates were, in fact, complete strangers. 
B. Declare Your Position: I believe extremely large high schools cannot effectively meet the needs of young people.  Consequently, states and districts should build enough high schools so that enrollment numbers fall between 500 and 1500 students. 

A. Establish Ethos Appeal: I’ve worked in both large and small schools and keep up with research regarding this issue. Above all, like so many who work in education, I am concerned with what’s best for students and care deeply about creating the kind of environment that enables them to reach their full potential.

B.  Preview the Three Primary Arguments You Will Make:  First I will focus on the fact that overall learning and achievement increases at smaller schools. Next, I’ll examine how struggling and troubled students often receive less academic and emotional support when enrollment numbers are large. Finally, I’ll refute the main argument against small schools—that they’re too costly.

II. BODY

A. Quality of learning and academic achievement increases at smaller schools
1. First piece of evidence that supports Argument #1
i. Context/Oral Citation: In a multi-year study of Chicago Public Schools published 2008 in the Southern Illinois University Review, researchers found that
ii. Quote from Research: “dropout rates were far lower in smaller schools than those with enrollments over 1,500” and that “the grade point averages and standardized test scores of high school students attending small schools [were] significantly higher than those students attending large host schools.”  

iii. Explanation/Extension: These results show the extent to which size can affect learning. 
2. Second piece of evidence that supports Argument #1

i. Context/Oral Citation: Mary Anne Raywid, one of the preeminent researchers in education reform, interviewed in Education Week in 2000, claimed that
ii. Quote from Research: “[s]tudies conducted over the past 10 to 15 years suggest that in smaller schools, students come to class more often, drop out less, earn better grades, participate more often in extracurricular activities, feel safer, and show fewer behavior problems.”
iii. Explanation/Extension:  Raywid’s comments demonstrate that even beyond academics, students in smaller schools seem to be better off emotionally as well. 
A. In contrast to this, at schools with larger enrollments, struggling and troubled students often receive less academic and emotional support.

1. First piece of evidence that supports Argument #2
i. Context/Oral Citation: In a 2001 study of New York public high schools by the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation,
ii. Quote from Research: “[s]eventy percent of teachers in small high schools, versus only half of large school teachers, said struggling students were identified and received help.”

iii. Explanation/Extension: Many of us have probably had the experience of being in a really large class, and have found it difficult to get one-on-one help from a teacher when we really needed it. The Gates research shows that, with so many students, teachers can also struggle to determine which students are in need of extra help. 
2. Second piece of evidence that supports Argument #2
i. Context/Oral Citation: In the article “Smaller is Better” published in Education Week in 2001, Marsha Smith, a member of the National Education Committee and a physical education teacher in Rockville, Maryland noted that 
ii. Quote from Research: "in a large high school, students can become invisible and slip through the cracks," while "[i]n a small school, you personalize attention to the student."
iii. Explanation/Extension: Clearly, no student should ever become or feel “invisible.” All students deserve to be seen and heard, and smaller schools can help make that happen.
B. Those opposing smaller schools argue that the main reason they are not practical is because they are too expensive.

1. First piece of evidence that refutes the opposing argument
i. Context/Oral Citation: However, in their 1997 study, “High School Size: Which Works Best and for Whom”, published in Education Analysis and Policy Review, policy experts Valerie Lee and Julia Smith found that
ii. Quote from Research: “large schools are actually more expensive per student because their sheer size requires more administrative support.”

iii. Explanation/Extension: This study looked at the costs per student rather than just focusing on the size of a building.
2. Second piece of evidence that refutes the opposing argument
i. Context/Oral Citation: In the 2001 article “Are Small Schools Safer?: Creating a Secure Learning Environment”, published on edutopia.org, part of the George Lucas Foundation’s “What Works in Education” initiative, Ann Cook, co-director of a 120-student school in East Harlem reported that
ii. Quote from Research: “the graduation rate at…thirty-eight small high schools…in New York City is 81 percent compared with the city average of 44 percent. Of the graduates, 91 percent attend college, compared with the city average of 58 percent.”

iii. Explanation/Extension: According to the May 28, 2011 CBS “Where America Stands” report by correspondent Bill Whitaker, “dropouts cost taxpayers more than $8 billion annually in public assistance programs like food stamps, are more likely to be unemployed, and 60% of prison inmates are high school dropouts.” Considering this enormous economic drain on the nation, the preventive cost of smaller schools, which can greatly improve graduation rates, seems absolutely justified. 
III. CONCLUSION

A. Call for Specific Action or Change of Thought: After hearing these arguments, I hope you will consider the benefits of smaller high schools. LTHS will soon be a 5A-sized high school.  However, has our community truly considered if a single high school that continues to grow will be able to effectively meet the academic and emotional needs of all our deserving students?

B. Concluding Remarks:  In 2004, Wyandotte High School in Kansas City was a large high school plagued with poor attendance, low test scores, a high dropout rate, and violence. Dave Teopfer, an applied skills teacher, recalled that “students set locker fires, urinated in classrooms, and intimidated teachers” and it got “to the point where you would walk out at the end of the day and not want to ever walk back in.” But then that larger school was broken into smaller learning communities and the school began to change. Each day a team of ten teachers would work with the same 160 students and, according to math teacher Lesley Hornberger, “We [knew] by lunchtime which students [were] having a bad day.” Sometimes that’s really important—that we feel like somebody notices if we’re having a bad day or even a good one. We want to know, even in high school, that we are part of community where we matter—that we’re never going to be “invisible” or “slip through the cracks.”
Persuasive Outline: 

 Use this outline and model to format and structure the ideas for your Persuasive Speech. This outline should help you form your essay’s body paragraphs.  Each paragraph should argue your point with claims and evidence. You should have at least one claim and one piece of evidence for each body paragraph; however, to make your essay more effective, it may be necessary to have more than one piece of evidence for each claim. Remember that your final speech must be between TWO and FOUR minutes.
Topic: __________________________________________

I. Introductory statement (*Remember to evoke audience interest ASAP –use a story or startling statistic!) _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Claim #1 _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

a. Evidence #1 _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

b. Evidence #2 _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

·  Claim #2 _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

a. Evidence #1 (May use quotes/case study/facts/statistics, etc…) _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

b. Evidence #2 _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Claim #3 (This should be your strongest, most compelling argument!) _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

a. Evidence #1 _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

b. Evidence #2 _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

II. Concluding Statement (Remember to Close by Return and have a Call to Action!) _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
	Self-Reminders:(Date and Initial__________________)

Peer Editor Comments/Suggestions: (Date and Initial__________________)

Parent/Guardian  Editor Comments/Suggestions: (Date and Initial_________________)

Teacher Comments/Suggestions: (Date and Initial__________________)




Editing Check List
General Tips for Proofing/Editing:
· Read it out loud and also silently.

· Read it backwards to focus on the spelling of words.

· Read it slowly.

· Don't proof for every type of mistake at once—do one proof for spelling, punctuation, capitalization, and another for grammar, consistency of word usage, consistency of tense and for content. 

· Make changes with a different color pen.

· After you have edited your essay have TWO others edit it as well – one peer editor and one parent/guardian editor.

Speech Writing

Delivering Your Speech

Reading From a Script
Reading your entire speech from a script may give you confidence and ensure that nothing is forgotten or omitted, however it is the least desirable option for delivering your speech. You will find it more difficult to see your audience, and make it harder for them to relate to you.

Using Cue Cards
           
Using note cards and highlighting your main points are extremely beneficial.  Your notes should consist of the keywords or points of your speech ‑ a skeleton of thoughts or words around which you can build your speech. You may refer to your notes occasionally to maintain the thread of your speech, while for the most part of you will be able to maintain eye contact with your audience.

Speech Delivery Tips
‑ Make sure that your appearance is well presented

‑ Speak clearly, and adjust your voice so that everyone can hear you. Don't shout for the sake of being loud. Intonation, emphasis and tone are very important. 

‑ It is common to speak rapidly when nervous, try to take your time speaking

‑ Effectively used, a pause in your speech can be used to emphasize a point, or to allow the audience to react to a fact, anecdote or joke

‑ Make eye contact with your audience. This helps to build trust and a relationship between the speaker and the listeners

‑ Do not fidget or make other nervous gestures with your hands. ‑ Do not keep your hands in your pockets. Use hand gestures effectively

‑ Consider whether or not you want to use the podium.

‑ Ensure that you consider your posture and stance
‑ Be yourself. Allow your own personality to come across in your speech
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