
In the short story “The Little Match Girl” by Hans Christian Anderson, there is situational irony. One example of situational irony can be found at the beginning of the story with the treatment and attitude of everyone around the little girl. In society, we expect adults to want to look after their children, and that these children will be protected from all the “bad things” in the world. However, that is not the case with this story. The little girl wanders aimlessly through the streets, barefoot and shivering. No passing adults stop to help her. She also cannot go home because her father will physically harm her for not selling any matches. When the story mentions that “she dared not go home…her father would certainly beat her” we are given insight into her family situation. This is certainly not what we would expect to read, regardless of the age of any child. 


Furthermore, a second example of situational irony can be found towards the end of the story when the little girl dies. Although there is some foreshadowing of this event earlier in the story, we are nonetheless shocked when the morning sun comes up and the young child has passed away. When the narrator states that “she had been frozen to death on the last evening of the year….the sun rose and shone on the little corpse” we are surprised and shocked by the finality of the result. We like to believe that children will get to live their lives to their fullest potential and grow into adults, but that is not the case with this little girl, who was taken away too soon. The fact that nobody – at all – ever arrives to help her also helps to create this feeling of surprise in the final paragraph of the story.

