
In the short story “The Little Match Girl”, by Hans Christian Andersen there is external conflict.  One example of external conflict in the story occurs when Anderson describes how cold the little girl’s feet were.  Specifically, he says: “So the little girl went on with her naked feet, which were quite red and blue with the cold.” This quote shows external conflict because it indicates that the little girl is outside, without warm clothes, and that it is so cold that her feet are turning red and blue and are freezing.


Another example of external conflict in the story is evident when Anderson describes how the little match girl is trying to keep warm by lighting matches.  A quote that reveals this is: “Ah! Perhaps a burning match might me some good, if she could draw it from the bundle and strike it against the wall, just to warm her fingers.”  This clearly shows external conflict because it shows the reader the extent to which the little match girl is struggling to survive in the cold weather. Specifically, the quote shows how the little match girl uses matches to try and warm herself with a minimal amount of heat from a match.

