February 9, 2015



As part of our Language and Media Literacy studies, we (Level II students) will be learning how to effectively blog as a classroom community, using the Web 2.0 app Kidblog.  Our goal is to encourage responsible communication through technology, while improving our writing skills, and using critical thinking skills to assess what has been read. For this assessment, we will be reading non-fiction texts. Students are welcome to borrow from the school library or bring a selection from home.
Kidblog is an online blog site that allows students to publish posts and participate in discussions within a secure classroom blogging community. Teachers maintain complete control as student blogs and comments are automatically sent to, and must be approved by, their teacher before they are posted.  This blogging site is private and only the teachers and other classmates will be able to view your writing.  Please note that these accounts can also be accessed at home by utilizing either your computer, iPad, or Smartphone technology (download the free Kidblog app) so that both you (and your parents/guardians if desired) have the opportunity to view the writing of each member of the classroom community.
Permission 
Before you are permitted to post to the blog, you must read, acknowledge and sign the following form. Please return this as soon as possible so I can approve your accounts for posting. 

Blogging Terms and Conditions 
1. Students using blogs agree not to share their user name or password with anyone.  You agree to never log in as another student. As well, you may choose to replace your actual name with a nickname (if this would make you more comfortable both posting your ideas and sharing opinions with others) BUT it absolutely must:
a) Be an appropriate username that is not explicit or in any way deemed inappropriate. 
b) Be shared with your classroom teacher so that the teacher knows who is posting (posts sent from usernames where I do not know the sender will not be approved). This is important as well for the purposes of evaluating and correcting your work.
c) That once you change your name to a nickname once, you do not change it again. You may wish to remain anonymous in your identity, which is fine, but it is also important that from week-to-week, the entire class community becomes familiar with the online identities. If the usernames are changing daily (or even weekly!) this becomes problematic and it is difficult to engage in effective dialogue because we lose awareness of to whom we are speaking.

2. Students using blogs are expected to treat blogspaces as classroom spaces. Speech and usernames that are inappropriate for class are not appropriate for your blog. While you are encouraged to engage in constructive debate and conversation with other bloggers, it is also expected that you will conduct yourself in a manner reflective of a representative of Holy Spirit High School. 

3.  Student blogs are to be a forum for student expression. However, they are first and foremost a tool for learning, and as such will sometimes be constrained by the various requirements and rules of classroom teachers. Students are welcome to post on any topic as long as it is within the expectations and requirements of the English 2201 course and the KidBlog assignment. 

4. Students who do not abide by these terms and conditions will immediately lose their opportunity to take part in this project, and home contact will be made to explain why you were unsuccessful in this assessment. 
Cut on the dotted line below and submit to your ELA 2201 teacher for their records.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

I have read and understood these blogging terms and conditions. I agree to uphold them. If I am unsure of an expectation, I will check with a peer, the assignment sheet, or the classroom teacher.  

Student’s signature:_____________________________ 


Date: ________________ 

