Methods of Development in Essays
As you are reading the essay, think about the purpose.  Is it trying to explain how an accident happened, give someone tips on how to buy a used car, point out the differences between two friends, or argue for stronger penalties for impaired drivers?  Consider which method of development is being used to express the author’s points. Also use key transitional terms to help you determine WHICH method you are reading. 
	Type 
	Method of Development   
	Characteristics 

	NARRATIVE

Tells a Story or recounts an experience and has a moral or lesson
	Narration
	· Answers the “5 W’s” – who, what, when, where, why, and how
· Begins with a clear idea of what the main point of the story is: this will be given as a thesis statement. 
· Provides a clear descriptive details of character and setting to help the reader visualize the events 
· Must be told using “I” or “We”

· Must be based on an element of truth
· Relate the events in the order they happened (chronological order)  
· Has a clear beginning, middle, and end
· Must be based on ONE incident 

	DESCRIPTIVE

Describes a person, place, event, feeling, or thing
	Description
	· Is spatial/directional (ex: inside to outside, upstairs to downstairs, left to right, etc…)
· Tries to give the reader a clear impression of the person, place, thing, feeling, or situation it is describing. 
· Appeals to the senses; considers how something looks, smells, tastes, feels, and sounds
· Uses dominant impression
· Uses figurative language
· Uses adjectives and adverbs

	EXPOSITORY

Explains a topic using logic and presents information or explains a subject

Key Transitional Words: First, Second, Third, Finally, Next, After
	Process Analysis   

Or 

Sequence
	· Provides instructions for doing something 
· Explains how something works  and why
· The topic sentence or thesis will likely be clear about what they will explain. 
· Example: Finding a good used car involves researching different models, knowing where to find good vehicles, and getting a thorough mechanical inspection 
· Presents steps in logical or sequential order 
· Uses a variety of transitions to move smoothly between points.  
· Called the “how to” essay

	EXPOSITORY
Explains a topic using logic and presents information or explains a subject
Key Transitional Words: If/then, Because, As a result, Thus, Therefore, Cause, Effect 
	Cause and Effect
 
	· Gives reasons why something happened 
· Show the results of some event or action
· If you are explaining why something happened or the reasons for you are looking at the causes 
· If it is looking at the results of some action or event, it will focus on effects  

	EXPOSITORY

Explains a topic using logic and presents information or explains a subject
Key Transitional Words: Like/Unlike, Similar/ Dissimilar, However, But, On the other hand, In contrast, On the contrary, Although
	Comparison and Contrast
 
	· Shows similarities and differences. Two techniques often used are the block method and side-by-side method

· Chooses two things that can be reasonably compared: e.g., professional and amateur sports 
· Make sure the comparison offers a unique slant on the differences or similarities.   
· These similarities and differences should be major focuses of the essay – not minor focuses

	EXPOSITORY

Explains a topic using logic and presents information or explains a subject
Key Transitional Words: Group, Section, Definition, Division, Classification


	Classification/Division  
	· To explain something by dividing it into types, groups, or categories 
· If it is divided, this involves breaking a subject into its components

· For example, an example of classification would be Types of Dogs: Newfoundland, Havanese, Pugs, Pitbulls, German Shepherds, etc
· An example of division would be the ‘ideal vacation’: Divided by – destination, accommodations, cost, etc…
· Qualities of a good boyfriend or girlfriend

	EXPOSITORY

Explains a topic using logic and presents information or explains a subject

Key Transitional Words: for example, for instance, for one thing, as an illustration, 
illustrated with, as an example, in this case
	Example and Illustration
(sometimes referred to as problem/solution or generalization)

We will always, however, in our written responses call it Example and Illustration!
 
	· Uses examples to support the main point the author is making about their topic (the thesis) 

· Backs up the points made with specific examples or situations that illustrate or provide evidence for the topic sentence or thesis 

· An illustration is a story, analogy, or an example used to help explain or make something clear



	----------------------------------
	EXPOSITORY WRITING STYLES

· 
	---------------------------------------------

	EXPOSITORY

Explains a topic using logic and presents information or explains a subject


	Persuasion
	· Will argue for or against an idea

· A type of argumentative essay which includes a call to action
· Appeals to the emotion of the audience and presents examples designed to change the opinion of the audience

· Evidence may contain facts, examples, authority figures, brief narratives, etc)

· *Reminder: You wrote/will write one of these in Grade 9 for your public speech!*
· Appeals to the HEART

	EXPOSITORY

Explains a topic using logic and presents information or explains a subject
	Argumentative
	· Will argue for or against an idea

· It is a reasoned explanation of a writer’s position on a topic or issue

· Evidence may include facts, examples, authority figures, brief narratives, etc)
· Leaves the audience to decide if it is convinced.

· More statistical and factual – logical 

· Appeals to the HEAD


