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Guided Reading Questions The Giver
Written completion of these questions is NOT required.  They are intended as a study guide to ensure your thorough knowledge of the content of the novel The Giver.
Chapter 1

1.  Why is the pilot released from the community?

_____________________________________________________________________________________











2.  Why is Jonas having feelings of “ apprehension”?

_____________________________________________________________________________________

3.  What ritual is performed each night after the evening meal?

_____________________________________________________________________________________


4.  What jobs do Jonas’s father and mother have?  What are the responsibilities of each job?

_____________________________________________________________________________________


5.  What happens to a person who breaks the rules  

_____________________________________________________________________________________


6.  Who is Gabriel?  Why is he in danger of being released?

_____________________________________________________________________________________


7.  How many children are assigned to each family unit?

_____________________________________________________________________________________


Chapter 2
1.   How many newchildren are born each year?

_____________________________________________________________________________________


2.   Who decides a person’s Assignment within the community?

_____________________________________________________________________________________


3.   What significant changes occur in a person’s life after the Ceremony of Twelve?

_____________________________________________________________________________________


4.   What is Lily’s comfort object?
_____________________________________________________________________________________


Chapter 3
1.  Why has Gabriel come to stay at Jonas’ house?


_____________________________________________________________________________________


2.  What physical characteristic do Jonas and Gabriel share?

_____________________________________________________________________________________


3.  Why does Mother not want Lily to become a Birthmother?
_____________________________________________________________________________________


4.  Why had Jonas taken the apple home?

_____________________________________________________________________________________


Chapter 4
1.  Who is Fiona?

_____________________________________________________________________________________


2.  Where does Jonas go to perform his mandatory volunteer service?

_____________________________________________________________________________________


3.  Describe the Release ritual of Roberto.

_____________________________________________________________________________________


Chapter 5

1.  What are stirrings? What is the treatment for stirrings?

_____________________________________________________________________________________


Chapter 6

1.  Describe the significance of the clothing regulations at various stages  throughout childhood.

_____________________________________________________________________________________


2.  At what age does a person receive a bicycle?
_____________________________________________________________________________________


3.  What unusual decision has been made about Gabriel’s future?  What are the conditions of this decision?

_____________________________________________________________________________________


4.  Where do citizens believe they go when they are released?

_____________________________________________________________________________________


5.  How many children could a couple be assigned?

_____________________________________________________________________________________


6.  What are the rules for the matching of spouses?

_____________________________________________________________________________________


Chapter 7

1.  Each citizen is assigned a number.  How is each person’s number determined?

_____________________________________________________________________________________


2.  What does the Chief Elder say is the special purpose of the Ceremony of  Twelve?
_____________________________________________________________________________________


3.  What assignments are given to Jonas’ friends Asher and Fiona?

_____________________________________________________________________________________


4.  What form of punishment is used for small children?

_____________________________________________________________________________________


5.  Why had Asher stopped talking for a period of time in his childhood?

_____________________________________________________________________________________


6.  Why does Jonas become nervous during the Ceremony of Twelve?
_____________________________________________________________________________________


Chapter 8

1.   What is the assignment given to Jonas?  What is special about this assignment?

_____________________________________________________________________________________


2.   What are the qualities required for this assignment?

_____________________________________________________________________________________


3.   What unusual experience does Jonas have near the end of the ceremony?

_____________________________________________________________________________________


Chapter 9

1.   What is the “highest degree of disgrace” for a citizen?

_____________________________________________________________________________________


2.   What are the eight rules of Jonas’ assignment?

_____________________________________________________________________________________


3.   Which of these rules is the most surprising to Jonas?

_____________________________________________________________________________________


Chapter 10

1.   How is the Receiver’s room different from the others in the community?

_____________________________________________________________________________________


2.  What physical quality do Jonas and the Receiver share?

_____________________________________________________________________________________


3.  What is the role or purpose of the Receiver in the community?

_____________________________________________________________________________________


4.  How does the old Receiver feel about Jonas taking his place?

_____________________________________________________________________________________


Chapter 11
1.  What is the first memory transmitted to Jonas? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________


2.  What have been the effects on Jonas’ environment of Climate Control?

_____________________________________________________________________________________


3.  What is the first painful memory transmitted to Jonas?

_____________________________________________________________________________________


Chapter 12
1.  Jonas experiences another episode of “seeing-beyond”.  Which of his friends is involved in this incident?

_____________________________________________________________________________________


2.  Jonas finally learns what these episodes mean.  What ability does Jonas possess?

_____________________________________________________________________________________


Chapter 13
1.  Jonas remarks, “It isn’t fair that nothing has color.”   What reason does he give for saying this?

_____________________________________________________________________________________


2.  Which animal is slaughtered in one of the memories transported to Jonas?

_____________________________________________________________________________________


3.  Where do adults go when they are no longer needed to create family units?

_____________________________________________________________________________________


4.  When the previous Receiver failed, what happened to her memories?

_____________________________________________________________________________________


5.  Why did The Giver sometimes send Jonas away?

_____________________________________________________________________________________


Chapter 14
1.  How does The Giver transmit the sensation of pain?

_____________________________________________________________________________________


2.  Why was the rule made to limit each family unit?

_____________________________________________________________________________________


3.  What happens in a case of identical twins?  How is the choice of twin made?

_____________________________________________________________________________________


4.  How does Jonas keep Gabriel content during the night?

_____________________________________________________________________________________


Chapter 15
1.  In one of his memories Jonas witnesses the death of a boy not much older than himself.  What was the dream

about?

_____________________________________________________________________________________


Chapter 16
1.  What is the Giver’s favorite memory?
_____________________________________________________________________________________


2.  What does Jonas ask his parents which causes them to comment upon his imprecise and inappropriate use of language?

_____________________________________________________________________________________


3.  What morning ritual does Jonas decide to discontinue?

_____________________________________________________________________________________


Chapter 17
1.  How does Jonas react to the game his friends are playing?  Why?

_____________________________________________________________________________________


2.  What assignment does Mother think would be perfect for Lily?

_____________________________________________________________________________________


Chapter 18
1.  What request is The Giver forbidden to make?
_____________________________________________________________________________________


2.  What was the name of the previous Receiver?  What happened to her?

_____________________________________________________________________________________


Chapter 19
1.  What does Jonas witness his father doing?

_____________________________________________________________________________________


2.  How, exactly, was this duty performed?

_____________________________________________________________________________________


3.  What does Jonas realize about release?

_____________________________________________________________________________________


Chapter 20
1.  What plan is made so that the community can be changed?

_____________________________________________________________________________________


2.  Why doesn’t The Giver escape with Jonas?

_____________________________________________________________________________________


3.  Who has been chosen to be the next Receiver?  What does she have in common with Jonas?

_____________________________________________________________________________________


4.  The Giver makes reference to “hearing-beyond”.  To what is he referring?

_____________________________________________________________________________________


5.  Why did Jonas decline to receive the memories of “hearing-beyond”?

_____________________________________________________________________________________


6.  What kinds of memories did The Giver transfer to Jonas in the weeks before Jonas’ departure?

_____________________________________________________________________________________


7.  What announcement had The Giver planned to make following Jonas’ escape?

_____________________________________________________________________________________


Chapter 21
1.  Why was Jonas forced to flee earlier than planned?

_____________________________________________________________________________________


2.  Whose bicycle did Jonas steal?  Why?

_____________________________________________________________________________________


3.  What did Jonas find most terrifying during his escape?

_____________________________________________________________________________________


4.  How did he avoid detection?

_____________________________________________________________________________________


5.  What did Jonas and Gabriel do during the day?  At night?

_____________________________________________________________________________________


Chapter 22
1.  As the landscape changes to forest, what are some of the things that Gabriel sees for the first time in his life?

_____________________________________________________________________________________


2.  What do Jonas and Gabriel eat in an attempt to ward off starvation?

_____________________________________________________________________________________


3.  Jonas thinks to himself that if he had stayed in the community he would have starved in other ways.  What does he mean?

_____________________________________________________________________________________


Chapter 23
1.  Why does Jonas abandon the bicycle?

_____________________________________________________________________________________


2.  In what condition are Jonas and Gabriel?

_____________________________________________________________________________________


3.  How does Jonas briefly revive himself and the baby?

_____________________________________________________________________________________


4.  What does Jonas find at the top of the hill?

_____________________________________________________________________________________


5.  What does Jonas see and hear as he is speeding toward his final destination? _____________________________________________________________________________________
_

