ELA 2201 Research – The Beauty and Anguish of Relationships
This is a THREE class project in which students explore literature in context by reading and researching three thematically grouped short stories that revolve around both the beauty and anguish of relationships.

This research paper asks you to put the stories into context by researching related real-life statistics, testimonials, or other forms of credible evidence on the topic matter of one of the stories you have read. 
The purpose of this approach is to reinforce the deeper meaning behind each piece and its impact on your learning by relating the literary experience to research, while also developing our skills as both researchers and critical thinkers about the world around us.
Class #1 and #2 – Time in a computer lab to research your chosen topic and to begin formulating thesis and discussion

Class #3 – We will return to class and continue with our next unit. This will give you an additional day to think about your review and what you will write.

Class #4 – You will have one in-class period to write (or edit/finish) your paper and submit it. 

*Note: You are permitted to do this at home and simply submit it during class #4 if you wish. In that event, bring your non-fiction text to read!*

Part I – Selections

The stories and connecting themes that could be addressed and researched:

Dinner For Two by Zayd Khraishi
· The changing role of women 

· The roles and expectations of women in the 1930’s - 1950’s

· Mental Health 
· Marital relationships and physical and/or mental abuse
· Suicide

· Emotional abuse

Status: Missing by Cherie Dimaline
•
Parenting and/or parenting skills

· Social media sites and behaviors (adolescent, adult, both?)

· Human nature and the desire for attention and “celebrity”

· Child and teenage abductions

Baby Love by Kathy Stinson 
· Teenage pregnancy (and media/public perception if desired)

· Teenage motherhood

· The importance of seeking help in times of personal crisis (and why we often do not!)
· The importance of environment in raising a child

· Mental health

· Teenage peer pressure

Part 2 – Topic Analysis

Your job is to write an essay of approximately 700-800 words discussing one of the topics listed above. The essay should:

· Bring awareness to the issue or theme being addressed. Statistical data, anecdotes, evidence, testimonials, etc...may be used in this paragraph. Your thesis statement that connects both the research to your research question and short story analysis should appear here.
· Discuss how the author addresses the topic you have selected (in your chosen short story) as well as your opinion as to whether the author created a realistic scenario (i.e. were personalities stereotyped in some manner, did the characters react in logical and/or rational ways that could be expected given the circumstances, could this actually happen...does it happen at times?) AND if you feel that their reactions were not realistic, why do you think the author created the characters this way?
· A strong research analysis should flow together. In other words, use the data you researched to give the author’s short story credibility as an important societal topic. Or isolate parts of the short story that help to develop your paper’s focus based on what the research has taught you. 
As a general guideline, your research should have (at minimum):

· A strong research question which focuses what your literary analysis will be about

· A strong introduction (with a clear thesis statement)

· Body paragraphs that have clear topic sentences – with information (researched and found within the short story) that identifies, highlights, and supports your thesis statement 
· Evidence (and illustrations and/or graphs if you prefer) in the form of facts, statistics, anecdotes, and/or other evidence to support your (or the author’s) opinion on the importance of the subject

· A concluding paragraph that ties together both the researched evidence as well as the short story 
Part 3 – Citations and Referencing

· As you will research this topic, it is also expected that you follow MLA standards. You should use regular MLA citations in your work to acknowledge what is borrowed. Your MLA reference page should appear at the end of your essay.

· You should use eLibrary for this project as well. It is expected that at least ONE of your references (if not all three) come from a credible database. Reliable sources are critical in writing a paper.
· You will be given a handout for this portion of your work. The use of proper MLA standards will receive a grade. There should be a minimum of FIVE in-text citations and THREE references. 

DUE DATE: FEBRUARY 9/10 In-Class 












