Coherence

Coherence refers to the logical flow of ideas of a text.  In writing, it is provided by a clear and understood structuring of paragraphs and sentences in writing. 
Four Major Elements of Coherence:

1. Parallel Structure-

Parallel structure involves putting together elements of similar structure to achieve balanced writing. Good parallel structure improves the clarity of your writing.
On the weekend I enjoy skiing, skidooing and sliding.


2. Repetition of Key Words and Ideas-
The ability to connect ideas by means of repetition of key words and phrases is important as it helps to link sentences to each other paragraphs 
He wrestled for the keys in the dark, finally managed to open the door. He shuffled through the hallway, switched on the lights, and in his drunken haze, fumbled with his coat buttons…
3. Pronoun- Antecedent Reference
Pronouns naturally connect ideas because pronouns almost always refer the reader to something earlier in the text. I cannot say "This is true because . . ." without causing the reader to consider what "this" could mean. Thus, the pronoun causes the reader to sum up, quickly and subconsciously, what was said before (what this is) before going on to the because part of my reasoning.

It must always be perfectly clear what a pronoun refers to. If my reader cannot instantly know what this is, then it may be misleading. Remember that pronouns stand in for nouns. An antecedent is the noun—or group of words acting as a noun—that a pronoun refers to. Notice the antecedents in the following example. 

· Kelly lifted Mickey into the air and then set him down. 

Be specific and identify who or what you are discussing! 
4. Transitional Words and Phrases-

Using transitional words and phrases help papers read more smoothly by providing coherence. Transitional words and phrases show the relationships between the parts of a sentence, between the sentences in a paragraph, or between the paragraphs in a longer piece of writing (i.e., an essay, short story, novel, magazine article, etc.). Although transitional words and phrases mean little by themselves, they are very important in linking your ideas together smoothly and logically so that your paragraphs have coherence. Transitional words and phrases can be divided into categories according to the kind of relationship you as a writer are trying to show. There are eight (8) basic categories you must learn:

1. To Show Time. after, afterward, always, as soon as, at last, at once, briefly, eventually, finally, immediately, in the meantime, in the past (or future), last, later, meanwhile, next, never, now, often, once, promptly, sometimes, soon. 
2. To Show Place. above, among, around, at this point, behind, below, beside, beyond, down, forward, from, here, in front of, inside, nearby, next to, on, on the other side, opposite, over, through. 

3. To Add An Idea. again, also, and, as well as, besides, for one thing, further, furthermore, in addition to, last, likewise, more, moreover, next, similarly, too. 

4. To Illustrate or Explain an Idea. for example, for instance, in other words, in particular, namely, specifically, such as, that is, thus, to illustrate. 

5. To Compare or Contrast Ideas. but, even so, conversely, differently, however, in contrast, in spite of, in the same way, nevertheless, on the contrary, on the other hand, still,yet. 

6. To Show a Result. accordingly, as a result, consequently, for that reason, hence, then, therefore, thus.
7. To Empasize an Idea. above all, especially, indeed, in fact, most important. 
8. To Summarize an Idea. as has been noted, finally, in brief, in other words, in short, on the whole, to sum up.

