Independent Novel Assignment #2 
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In this assignment, you will be asked to create a 2-3 minute video using the website www.animoto.com. Follow the directions which follow to begin building your video! The video you create MUST include the following aspects of your novel:
· PLOT (Determine the Exposition, Rising Action, Climax, Falling Action, and Resolution)
· CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT (How does your character change?)
· THEME (Provide a Thematic Statement)
1. Before you begin using this website, you will be asked to LOG IN. This icon is on the top right-hand side of the website.

2. After being provided with a valid e-mail address, which will be provided by your teacher, log in and you are ready to go! (Keep your email and password confidential.) Your teacher will provide a new login and password that enables you to have a free ‘education account’. Be sure to use THIS account rather than creating your own!
3. You will be asked which background STYLE you would like to use for your video. Choose carefully. The background you select should be reflective of they type of novel you have read. (For example, the background ‘Inferno’ would probably not be appropriate for the novel Speak). Additionally, all backgrounds are possible selections unless they are referred to as PRO, which is an additional cost. 
4. Once selected, watch the 1 minute video explaining how to create an Animoto video. 

5. After this, you will be selecting MUSIC to accompany your video. Again, choose carefully! The musical selection you choose is VERY important. It should capture the essence (main idea) of your novel. Animoto has an extensive library, however, you can also upload your own music from home if you have music downloaded onto your computer.

6. Once done, you will see a screen allowing you to choose which Pictures or Videos you would like to upload. IF you choose to use your digital camera at home to take these pictures, or if the photo is coming from anywhere other than the internet, you MUST email them to yourself (your hotmail account) and then download them onto the P: Drive at the school. You will not be able to use USB sticks in the computer lab to download material. You can also (again) choose from the website’s extensive library of video and pictures. Choose pictures that not only represent characters and setting but also represent important thematic or symbolic ideas your novel presented!
7. Use the TEXT option to explain the pictures and images you choose to represent your novel. The use of proper diction (effective word choice) will be graded so choose wisely. This text will accompany your pictures as the video progresses. You should also provide a text box early in your presentation to identify your chosen novel as well as YOUR name!
8. Choose your pictures carefully. They should give your audience an idea of WHAT your story is about. If you choose random, unrelated pictures OR pictures simply from movies, your mark will reflect the lack of effort spent determining more meaningful themes and ideas from your novel.
9. Once you have completed this section, click the PREVIEW button. You will then be prompted to review your video. IF your video is less than the two minute minimum requirement, it means you need to add additional text, pictures, or video. If the video is beyond three minutes, you must delete unimportant material! 
10. When this has been completed and you are ready to submit your video, simply fill in the title of your novel and your name and submission date in the (description optional) box and then click the ‘Produce’ Button. You’re finished!
11. You may continue to revise your work at any point up to the submission date. You also do NOT have to email or let me know when the work is done. An email is sent to my Gmail account.
