After the War Assignment
· All questions should be written in your duotang in constructed response P.E.E. format.

· This will be taken in for a grade!

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
1.  Where and when does the novel open? Describe the historical context. 

2. Ruth rationalizes her lie to Saul and the others, commenting that “Lying has helped me survive” (Page 12). How is this true? 

3. On page 13, Ruth explains why she has no hope and why life is meaningless. She is simply existing. Provide two examples demonstrating her pessimistic view of life. 
4. On page 29, Ruth states that she “can’t stand the thought of any Jew being tied up, made a prisoner. Not now”. How does the flashback earlier in the chapter help us to understand why she feels so strongly?

5. Explain the statement written by author Carol Matas – “Even though the war is over, death still claimed the Jews”. What does this mean?
6. In Chapter Four, how has Ruth’s internal conflict changed from the first three chapters? What is her main concern? How does this task also help Ruth?
7. Towards the end of Chapter Five, Leah steals. How has stealing become a matter of survival for her? (Page 37, 38)
8. “I want someone to pinch me so I can feel something, anything. I’m sick of this numbness, of feeling so alone and outside of everything, but I know it’s too dangerous to wake up.” (Page 51) 

a) Why does Ruth feel numb? 
b) Why in her mind is feeling emotion “dangerous”? 
9. On page 66, Ruth urges Rivka to eat saying “You don’t think you deserve it…because your family died”. What realization does Ruth arrive at?

 10.  In Chapter Nine, we learn the reason for Zvi and Jonathan’s strong connection.  What do we learn about Zvi’s past? (Page 77, 78)

11. Explain the significance of the last line of Chapter 12: “We are alive, but what is left of us?” (Page 104)
12. “‘A small tribe,’ Zvi says, ‘fled into a swampy forest to get away from their enemies. They couldn’t find their way out, and finally, after many years, stopped trying. They gave up hope and began to die. A young boy, his heart full or courage, decided that he must act. He convinced the tribe to follow him in a last effort to leave the darkness behind to find the sun and freedom.’” (Page 128)

a) Why does Zvi tell Ruth this story? 
b) How does this story compare to Ruth’s experience?
13. “If I forget the bad, I have to forget the good, too. The memories are all I have now of my family. And I don’t want to lose them.” (Page 137)

a) At the end of the novel, what does Ruth realize about memory? 

b) How does this realization help her face the future?
14. “I marvel at the resilience of the Jewish people. Their best characteristic is their desire to remember. No other people have such an obsession with memory.” (Elie Wiesel). How is memory connected to resilience in After the War?
	Mapping Activities (Will Be Completed as a Class)
· At the beginning of Chapter Four, Saul gives Ruth a set of instructions. Take a note of the towns that Saul wants Ruth to travel through.
· Chapter Seven -- As Ruth looks around the hospital, she notices many refugees from other countries. Marking an “X”, locate these countries on your map. Put a legend in the top-right corner of your map to indicate this

· Chapter Fourteen -- Mark their destination on your map. Using a dotted line (----) trace the path the boat followed to reach Israel. Explain the dotted line using your legend.

Towns/Cities

Countries




