Writing a Demand Essay Response

When writing a demand essay response, you should format (create) a multi-paragraph response that is similar to the TD(EQ)SC responses you learned in Grade 8.

The main differences in a demand essay is that:
1) you do NOT have to re-state a definition
2) you do not necessarily have the text in front of you, so it is not always possible to provide an exact quote to demonstrate your ideas
3) when you do not have the text or novel in front of you, you can paraphrase your thoughts instead of providing an exact quote.
4) Paraphrasing is when you re-state a passage, quote, or idea from a text or novel in your own words. 
5) When paraphrasing -- it is important that you are as specific as possible in your details because you are not providing an exact quote. (Think about letting the reader know who is talking, what Chapter/Scene you are discussing, why it is important to the theme, etc...)
Example from 'Speak': I look at my homely sketch. It doesn't need anything. Even through the river in my eyes I can see that. It isn't perfect and that makes it just right.
Quoted Response: When Melinda states that "it isn't perfect and that makes it just right" we know that she is on the road to recovery from the personal trauma she suffered from earlier in the year.
Paraphrased Response: When Melinda looks at her final art sketch at the end of the novel, she realizes that her piece of work may never be "perfect". The fact she is finally able to come to this realization lets us know that she is on the road to recovery from the personal trauma she suffered earlier in the year.
After the War -- Model Response
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"Fear must be ridden out as life is lived". With a detailed reference to [image: image2.jpg]


TWO characters, discuss this quotation as a theme of the novel After the War. 

In the novel After the War by Carol Matas, fear and uncertainty surrounds many of the characters. Survivors of the Holocaust, arguably the worst crime to ever befall humanity, these people live each day as if it could be their last. While this is brave and courageous, for many of the characters in this novel, they lived their lives in "survival mode", unable to feel or care for themselves or others. They have survived the war, but lost a piece of themselves in the aftermath. Having lost so many friends and family over the duration of World War II, it is easy to understand how people could learn to live their lives in fear. However, to live your life to the fullest, these characters learn that they [image: image3.jpg]


have to overcome this obstacle -- and they do, each in their own way.  In this novel, Ruth and Zvi are two characters who learn to overcome and "defeat" their past so that [image: image4.jpg]


they can live their lives.
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Ruth is a tragic character in this novel. At the beginning of the novel, we learn [image: image6.jpg]www.shutterstock.com - 15494785



that she has lost most of her family to the holocaust. Her mother and sister died in the [image: image7.png]


crematoriums at Auschwitz, her father at the death march at the end of the war, and her brother Simon was unaccounted for, and presumed dead. In total, Ruth claimed to have lost "over eighty in my family, aunts, uncles, cousins, grandparents". It is easy to [image: image8.png]


understand her pain and inability to immediately overcome this loss. Even when she decides to travel with the orphan Jewish children to Palestine, she does not go in search of happiness or freedom. Instead, she goes so that she will be "too busy to -- remember".  It is at this time, when she starts to lead and protect the children that we begin to see a change in Ruth. She claims, as she travels through Klodzko by train, that there is "beauty in the world" in nature. This is the first insight we get into Ruth's character that suggests she is starting to move past her horrific memories. It is not until Chapter 11 when Ruth is faced with the internal decision of boarding the "Auschwitz-like" vessel to Palestine that we see her finally face her personal fears and decide that "it is not Auschwitz. It is the opposite. It is the boat to freedom" that we realize that Ruth has overcome her personal fears and made the decision to lead her life without fear.

When Ruth meets Zvi in Chapter Six, we see her internal conflict and her inability to feel and care for others. Although she has progressed since the beginning of the novel, and she no longer feels "hopeless", she is still intimidated and fearful of falling in love with Zvi, and caring for anyone. She has been so accustomed to losing her loved ones, that she does not want to feel any more "pain". It takes a long time, right up to the end of the novel, for Ruth to admit that she loves Zvi. At this point, she states that her whole body is full of "desire and love -- and hope. The craziest word of all". While the idea of hope is still a bit foreign and scary for Ruth, it is important to note that she finally embraces it.

Zvi is another character in After the War who demonstrates an ability to live his life and conquer his fears. Zvi's background is both scary and horrifying. Our earliest recollection of Zvi is when he survives a mass shooting around a burial pit outside his small Polish town.  Surrounded by the corpses of his loved ones, it would be easy to accept Zvi as a "lost soul", incapable of love or living life after his experiences. Instead, he is the picture of optimism. He tells corny "Rothschild" jokes, is playful with the younger children, and nearly always has a smile on his face. Even when faced with physical sickness on the boat from Italy to Palestine, he alternates between "throwing up" himself, and tending to the others who are ill. It is also Zvi who enables Ruth to show and feel emotions again through his caring nature, charming personality, and childish persistence. Even though he has come from an extremely harsh and horrific background, he has overcome and defeated his personal fears so that he can live his life.

In After the War by Carol Matas, the characters are true survivors. The Holocaust and the horrors of Nazi Germany took nearly everything from them -- their homes, their loved ones, their identities, and their freedoms. It was unable, however, to take their determination or will to survive. It is this determination that enables them to overcome their extreme adversities and live their lives as true survivors. 
